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performed by the commission as it is cur-
rently organized. Similarly, although section
5(a)(3) directs the commission to ‘‘plan and
develop’’ its own commemorative activities,
the commission may not itself implement
such activities because of Appointments
Clause concerns. Finally, I also understand
that the statute poses potential conflicts of
interest problems. In contracting and in se-
lecting an executive staff director and staff
members (who will be considered Federal
employees), the commission will need to take
appropriate actions to avoid such conflicts.
My Administration will work closely with the
Congress to address these issues in future
legislation.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
November 13, 1998.

NOTE: At time of publication, S. 1397, approved
November 13, had not yet been received by the
Office of the Federal Register for assignment of
a Public Law number. An original was not avail-
able for verification of the content of this state-
ment.

Statement on Signing the Economic
Development Administration and
Appalachian Regional Development
Reform Act of 1998
November 13, 1998

Today I have signed into law S. 2364, the
‘‘Economic Development Administration
and Appalachian Regional Development Re-
form Act of 1998.’’ This legislation reauthor-
izes the Economic Development Administra-
tion (EDA) and the Appalachian Regional
Commission (ARC), which provide grant as-
sistance to help rural and urban distressed
areas create economic opportunity and job
growth in their communities.

The EDA, a reinvented agency within the
Department of Commerce, promotes eco-
nomic development in distressed commu-
nities—communities with unemployment
above the national average, low income, or
special needs created by events such as natu-
ral disasters, military base closures, or de-
fense industry downsizing. Title I of the Act
reauthorizes the EDA and tightens eligibility
criteria to ensure that the EDA can better

serve the needs of distressed communities,
simplifies application procedures, and
streamlines statutory authorities by eliminat-
ing obsolete programs.

Title II of the Act reauthorizes the ARC.
Established by the Congress in 1965, the
ARC is a Federal-State partnership providing
social and economic support for a 13-State
region stretching from southern New York
to northern Mississippi. The ARC targets its
resources to the region’s most distressed
areas. Since the mid-1960s, the region’s pov-
erty rate has been cut in half; the percentage
of adults with a high school education has
doubled; and the infant mortality rate has
been cut by two-thirds.

This Act recognizes that future growth re-
quires improved physical infrastructure, a
skilled workforce, an emphasis on creating
entrepreneurial communities, the deploy-
ment of new technologies for business devel-
opment, and a concerted effort to make the
Nation more competitive in international
markets. This legislation also maintains the
critical role of local development districts in
economic growth.

Reauthorization of the EDA and the ARC
represents an important step in my Adminis-
tration’s efforts to ensure that all parts of
America participate in the economic growth
that this country has enjoyed over the past
6 years.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
November 13, 1998.

NOTE: At time of publication, S. 2364, approved
November 13, had not yet been received by the
Office of the Federal Register for assignment of
a Public Law number. An original was not avail-
able for verification of the content of this state-
ment.

Statement on Signing the National
Parks Omnibus Management Act of
1998
November 13, 1998

Today I am pleased to sign into law S.
1693, the ‘‘National Parks Omnibus Manage-
ment Act of 1998.’’

The Act, which passed with bipartisan sup-
port in both Houses of Congress, is a major
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